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lives of other people. The people of Lou-
isiana will matter to Bill Jefferson if he is
the Governor.

I agree with what has been said. You
should only vote for him if you think he’d
be the best Governor. But if you think he’d
be the best Governor and you let him be
defeated, it would be a terrible thing, be-
cause the children here, the children of this
State deserve the very best person they can
get in experience, in mind, and in heart.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Green Velvet Ballroom at St. Elizabeth’s Orphan-
age. In his remarks, he referred to luncheon hosts
Anne and Stan Rice and their son, Christopher;
Representative Jefferson’s father, Mose, mother-
in-law, Bernice Green, wife, Andrea, and their
daughters Jamila, Jalili, Jelani, Nailah, and Akilah;
Victor Bussie, president emeritus, Louisiana
AFL–CIO, and his wife, Fran; and Mayor Marc
H. Morial of New Orleans.

Statement on Action Against Global
Climate Change
September 27, 1999

I commend the hundreds of mayors and
other local officials across the country who
today are committing themselves to the fight
against global climate change. The commu-
nities they represent understand that the
threat of global warming is real. They also
understand that we can begin to address this
threat through actions that both help our en-
vironment and save money for taxpayers,
consumers, and businesses. Today’s pledge
will help encourage other communities
across American to do their part to meet this
global challenge.

Regrettably, even as ordinary citizens,
local leaders, and a growing number of lead-
ing corporations are taking action, many in
Congress are ignoring the mounting evi-
dence of global warming and thwarting com-
monsense efforts to address it. I urge Con-
gress to fully fund my proposed package of
investments to accelerate the deployment of
clean energy technologies for the 21st cen-
tury—including the proposed Clean Air Part-
nership Fund, which will provide grants to
State and local governments for projects that
reduce both greenhouse gases and pollutants

like soot, smog, and air toxics. Finally, I call
on Congress to withdraw all appropriations
‘‘riders’’ aimed at strangling programs that
save energy, save consumers and businesses
money, and reduce global warming pollution.

I look forward to working with local lead-
ers to meet this pressing environmental chal-
lenge, and I applaud their leadership and
dedication.

Statement on the Death
of Oseola McCarty
September 27, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the passing of Oseola McCarty of Hatties-
burg, Mississippi. Ms. McCarty is a true
American hero. In 1995 she donated
$150,000 to the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi for scholarships for needy students.
The extraordinary thing about this gift was
that Ms. McCarty accumulated the money
from working 75 years washing and ironing
people’s clothes.

I had the pleasure of awarding this extraor-
dinary woman the Presidential Citizens’
Medal for her extraordinary act of generosity.
While we mourn her passing, Oseola
McCarty’s commitment to the dignity of
work, her belief in the power of education,
and her extraordinary generosity ensure that
her memory will live on for generations to
come. Our country needs more people like
her, who don’t just talk about responsibility
and community but who live those values ev-
eryday.

Statement on Measures Regarding
Certain Liberians in the United
States
September 27, 1999

Today I directed the Attorney General and
the Immigration and Naturalization Service
to defer for one year from September 29 the
deportation of certain Liberians who are
present in the United States on that date.
This action is aimed at promoting stability
in Liberia and west Africa. In particular, I
am concerned that a decision by our Govern-
ment to deport Liberians who have enjoyed
the protection of our country for many years
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could cause governments in west Africa to
deport many thousands of Liberians in their
own countries. This would severely burden
Liberia and threaten the fragile peace that
has been recently achieved in west Africa.
Furthermore, this action preserves the status
quo for these Liberians while the Congress
actively considers legislative relief for them.

Memorandum on Measures
Regarding Certain Liberians
in the United States
September 27, 1999

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Measures Regarding Certain
Liberians in the United States

Over the past 10 years, many Liberians
have been forced to flee their country due
to civil war and widespread violence. From
1991 through 1999, we have provided Libe-
rians in the United States with Temporary
Protected Status because of these difficulties.
Although the civil war in Liberia ended in
1996 and conditions have improved such that
a further extension of Temporary Protected
Status is no longer warranted, the political
and economic situation continues to be frag-
ile. There are compelling foreign policy rea-
sons not to deport these Liberians at this
time, including the significant risk that such
a decision would cause other countries in
West Africa to repatriate involuntarily many
thousands of Liberian refugees, leading to in-
stability in Liberia and potentially threat-
ening peace along the Liberian border.

Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the
foreign policy interest of the United States
to defer for 1 year the deportation of any
Liberian national who is present in the
United States as of September 29, 1999, ex-
cept for the categories of individuals listed
below.

Accordingly, I now direct you to take the
necessary steps to implement for these Libe-
rians:

1. deferral of enforced departure from
the United States for 1 year from Sep-
tember 29, 1999; and

2. authorization for employment for 1
year from September 29, 1999.

This directive shall not apply to any Libe-
rian national: (1) who is ineligible for Tem-
porary Protected Status for the reasons pro-
vided in section 244(c)(2)(B) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act; (2) whose removal
you determine is in the interest of the United
States; (3) whose presence or activities in the
United States the Secretary of State has rea-
sonable grounds to believe would have po-
tentially serious adverse foreign policy con-
sequences for the United States; (4) who vol-
untarily returned or returns to Liberia or his
or her country of last habitual residence out-
side the United States; (5) who was deported,
excluded, or removed prior to the date of
this memorandum; or (6) who is subject to
extradition.

These measures shall be taken as of the
date of this memorandum.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With
Respect to Angola (UNITA)
September 27, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with
respect to the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA) that was
declared in Executive Order 12865 of Sep-
tember 26, 1993.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 27, 1999.

Remarks at a Dinner for
Representative William J.
Jefferson in New Orleans
September 27, 1999

The President. Thank you very much.
First of all, like everyone else, I want to thank


